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EXTKACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF WILLIAM JEN- 
NISON, JR., LIEUTENANT OP MARINES IN THE 
CONTINENTAL NAVY. 

BY CAPTAIN RICHARD S. COLLUM, U.S.M.C. 

[William Jennison, Jr., was born August 4, 1757, at Milford, Massa- 
chusetts. He was prepared by the Bev. Amariah Frost, and entered 
Harvard College in July of 1770, from which he graduated four years 
later, with first honors. There was no public commencement that year. 
For six months he read law with Daniel Hitchcock, Esq., at Providence, 
Khode Island. In April of 1775 he marched to Cambridge with a com- 
pany of Minute-Men commanded by his father. At Koxbury he was 
appointed quartermaster of the Thirteenth Eegiment, Colonel Joseph 
Keed, with which he served nine months. In April of 1776 he was 
appointed by the Navy Board of the Eastern Department a lieutenant 
of marines, and ordered to the frigate " Warren," Captain Hopkins, 
and one month later was detached on recruiting service. In June, 
however, he gave up this appointment, re-entered the army, and par- 
ticipated in some of the battles around New York. In February of 
1777 he was again commissioned a lieutenant of marines, and made a 
three-months' cruise in the frigate " Boston," Captain Hector McNeil. 
With this vessel he was attached in various positions until her capture 
at the surrender of Charleston, South Carolina.] 

1777. 

December 25. — Capt. Samuel Tucker was appointed to the 
command of the Boston, and ordered to refit and prepare 
her for sea in sixty days. 

December 26. — Rec'd an order from the Honourable Navy 
Board for the Eastern Department to repair on hoard the 
Boston as Lieut* of Marines. 

1778. 

February 1. — The ship fell down to Nantasket Roads. 
[Next day the powder was taken on board.] 

February 13. — Capt. Tucker went to Braintree in his 
Barge and brought the Hon We John Adams and suite on 
board. 
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February 15. — Sailed with a W.S.W. wind. 

February 16. — At 7 p.m. in passing Half Way Rock, Mr 
Barron the ship's 1st. Lieutenant fell overboard and by 
catching hold of the flukes of the Anchor, which he was 
trying to fish, was haply caught and got on board. 

February 20. — About one at night it began to blow 
strongly with squalls. A clap of thunder with sharp light- 
ning broke upon the mainmast just above the upper mould- 
ing, which burnt several of the men on deck. A most ter- 
rible night ! The captain of the mainmast was struck with 
the lightning which burnt a place on the top of his head 
about the bigness of a Quarter Dollar — he lived three days 
and died raving mad. 

It was supposed by officers and men, that the lightning 
striking the mast had descended down to the hold of the 
ship and forced its way along the kelson and found its 
passage thro' the counter of the ship. Capt. Tucker placed 
me at the main hatchway to communicate the result of the 
soundings in the well-room — the first report was 4 feet of 
water in the hold ; the second five feet ; the third more, 
which confirmed us in the idea as above mentioned. Iu 10 
or 15 minutes the Carpenter reported there was but three 
feet. 

In the interim a ship was in pursuit of us, but we altered 
our course two points, and their being no lightning for some 
time, she lost sight of us and thus we escaped being cap- 
tured, as we surely should have been in the morning, as she 
was a heavier ship than the Boston. She was direct from 
Halifax, a large frigate of 36 guns, well man'd and by some 
information from Boston 'knew of the ship's destination 
with Mr. Adams on board. Capt. Tucker had instructions 
not to risque the ship in any way that might endanger Mr. 
Adams, and was ordered to land him safe in France or 
Spain. 

March 10. — At 11 a.m. discovered a vessel to windward ; 
gave chase and came along side at noon. She fired three 
guns at us, one of which carried away our mizen yard. "We 
returned a few shots and hoisted American colors, upon 
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which she struck her colors. Our boats were got out im- 
mediately, but a heavy swell prevented them getting to the 
ship before they had thrown overboard the mail, which 
sunk not more than a boat's hook length before our boats 
reached the ship. She was named the Martha, carried 
16 nine pounders and was commanded by Capt. Peter 
Mcintosh — bound from the Thames for New York. Her 
invoice (which we found stuck up in the carlings over his 
cabin) was footed £97.000 sterling. Hezekiah Welsh our 
third lieutenant was put on board as prize master. At 10 
p.m. Capt. Tucker presented me with a small sword &c. 

March 13. — At 10 a.m. discovered a vessel standing for 
us. Mr Barron, Capt Palmes and myself were sitting on 
the main gratings, when the captain called for the Gunner 
to fire a nine pounder. Mr. Barron proffered his service 
and went forward to the second Starboard gun which burst 
into many pieces — (one of which almost cut oft a beam that 
crossed the forecastle) broke his right leg, blackened his 
face with powder and wounded three men badly. He was 
carried to the cockpit, to D r Noel (who had been the princi- 
pal surgeon in the army under Gen. Washington), who am- 
putated his leg and dressed his wounds. 

March 26. — Mr. Barron, the ship's first lieutenant died. 

March 27. — The funeral service was read and Mr. Barron 
cast into his watery grave. 

March 29. — At 8 made a signal for a pilot who came on 
board and told us that we were 15 leagues from the Cor- 
douan light-house, and near the mouth of the Garonne, 27 
miles from Bordeaux. 

March 30. — At 1 p.m. passed the light-house and sailed to 
Blaye : then took another pilot (the King's pilots are not 
allowed to go beyond six leagues at one time), aud came to 
until flood tide, for it is a very rapid river and flows at the 
rate of 7£ knots per hour. Then sailed up the river stern 
foremost. This day Mr. Adams, Capt. Tucker, Capt Palmes 
aud D r JSToel were invited to dine on board a French frigate 
in the river. 

April 1. — Arrived and moored the ship opposite the 
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suburbs. The sbip was crowded with visitors, for the Bos- 
ton was the first American ship of war to visit Bordeaux. 

April 2. — Mr. Adams and the other passengers disem- 
barked, and were treated with every mark of politeness and 
respect. 

April 4. — Mr. Adams set off for Paris accompanied by 
Capt. Palmes, Mr Lee and J. Q. Adams. 

May 13, — Regimentals for the Marines and uniforms 
ordered by Congress were brought on board and distributed 
to all officers and men. 1 

May 21. — At 9 a.m. the pilot came on board with orders 
to unmoor ship. 

May 22. — At 5 a.m. fell down the river — at 4 p.m. came 
to anchor 3 miles above Blaye — saluted the fort, which was . 
returned. 

June 6. — At 4 a.m. came to sail in company with a French 
Frigate, a lugger, and 40 merchantmen, and Capt Jones 
bound for Baltimore. 

[After the " Boston" had put to sea, Captain Tucker summoned his 
commissioned officers to his cabin, where he announced to them that he 
had discretionary orders, either to return to America or go on a cruise. 
With the exception of one officer, who was anxious to return to his fam- 
ily in Virginia, all favored the cruise, and the " American decision, a 
majority, overruled him." After making numerous prizes, the frigate ar- 
rived at Boston October 23. On November 14 the Navy Board appointed 
Lieutenant Jennison purser of the " Boston," and, there being little 
prospect of the ship being soon ordered to sea, on April 29, 1779, he 
was granted permission to go on a cruise of two weeks, on the privateer 
" Resolution," to cut out some British vessels in the Gut of Canso, 
awaiting a convoy. The " Resolution" was owned by Adams, Martin & 

1 On board Ship Boston. 

Wanted for the use and service of Marines belonging to this ship 40 
Green coats faced with White, 
40 White Waistcoats, 
40 White Breeches. 

The Buttons for the whole to be a plain white. 
Coats to be open sleeved and a Belt to every Waistcoat. 
In behalf of the Captain of Marines 

William Jennison 

Lieut of Marines. 
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Blake, mounted six guns, and was commanded by Able Gore, a master's 
mate. The cruise proved a failure, for the " Eesolution" was captured 
and her officers and crew imprisoned at Halifax. Jennison was ex- 
changed and reached the " Boston" September 29. We again take up 
the Journal. — Ed. Penfa. Mag.] 

1779. 

October 21. — Mr. "Welsh came on board with orders for 
me to repair to the Hon We Navy Board, and to act as Purser 
until the one appointed should come from Philadelphia. 

November 23. — At 11 a.m. the ship Providence, as Com- 
modore, Queen of France, Ranger, The Irish Tartar of 20 
guns, and several merchantmen, accompanied by the Boston 
set sail. Our destination is not to be known until we have 
passed Bermuda. 

December 1. — Discovered land bearing S.W. about 7 
leagues, which we judged the Bermudas. 

December 2. — At 5 p.m. the S.W. part of the island bore 
N.E. about 5 leagues, lying in Lat. 32.10 K and Long. 63.50 
W., from which we take a new departure. 

December 17. — At 4 p.m. discovered land, which we judged 
to be the shore between St Johns and Beaufort. 

December 19. — Came to anchor 4 miles from Fort Moultrie, 
now called Sullivan's Island. 

December 23. — At 4 a.m. set sail, crossed the bar and sailed 
up to Charleston. 

1780. 

January 16. — Capt. Tucker sent for me into his cabin 
and being informed that I was disagreeably confined to 
the company of his petty officers, allowed me to act as a 
volunteer, which by advice of Capt. Palmes and Lieut. 
Reed, of the Marines, who was appointed in my stead by 
my detention in Halifax prison, I accepted with gratitude. 

January 19. — Gen. Lincoln with his aid Col. Laurens and 
several others came on board. When they disembarked 
the yards were manned and 13 guns discharged with three 
huzzas. 

January 24. — The Commodore and Ranger, the French 
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ships Lively, 22 guns ; Earl, 20 guns ; Le Sensible 32 guns, 
fell down to Five Fathom Hold, and later crossed the bar. 

January 27. — The Commodore and Ranger hove in sight 
and reported having seen thirteen large English men-of- 
war. 

January 28. — Forty men were sent on board the Brecole 
to fit her for defence and I was desired to act as Purser on 
her. 

February 5. — One thousand of the North Carolina Line 
arrived under command of Gen. "Woodford. 

February 26. — At 7 a.m. discovered a party of the enemy 
at Fort Johnson, which the Americans had demolished on 
the 20th. The Providence and Ranger who lay within 
reach fired upon them. This forenoon a flag was hoisted 
on the south east battery of Charleston. 

February 28. — The Commodore came on board the Boston 
and ordered her and the Ranger to Fort Johnson in order to 
dispossess the enemy if possible. They brought two field 
pieces to play on us. 

March 2. — The Providence, Boston and Ranger fell down 
opposite the Fort — at 11 a.m. the Brecole, Notre Dame and 
galleys fell down to our line. At 3 p.m. the galleys lay off 
Fort Johnson and kept up a scattering fire upon the enemy. 

March 9. — The enemy were busy buoying the channel, 
'till Capt. Hacker in the Lady Crosby, Notre Dame, 16 
guns, and a galley were sent to drive them on board. 

March 12. — This forenoon the enemy appeared in Wappoo 
Creek, with six square rigg'd vessels, under cover of a six 
gun battery, which they opened and began to play upon the 
galleys which lay in Ashley river, which caused them to 
move down the river. 

March 14. — A plan was laid to moor boats in a line 
athwart the entrance of the harbor, capable of bearing a 
cable to bring their ships up, as they attempted to pass. 
Fourteen boats were procured and moored directly opposite 
Fort Moultrie. 

March 16. — This day one Ballentine was hanged for 
secret correspondence with and attempting to sacrifice sev- 
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eral posts to the enemy. The enemy by sea busily em- 
ployed in landing Marines, being entirely useless for them 
passing the Fort. 

March 20. — This morning at day light, the fleet passed 
the bar and anchored in Five Fathom Hold. At 11 a.m. 
Gen. Lincoln came down and in the evening all the captains 
held a council of war on board the Commodore. At mid- 
night they returned to their ships, whereupon every ship 
unmoored. 

March 21. — This morning all the vessels sailed up and 
came to opposite Gadson's wharf, E.N.E. side of Charles- 
ton. 

March 24. — Got our guns, powder and provisions out and 
put our provisions under the Exchange. 

March 25. — Lieut. Deval was ordered to command a fort 
at Governor's Bridge, to which I was attached. 

March 31. — The enemy's fleet weighed and passed Fort 
Moultrie under a severe fire. An ordnance store-ship in 
passing had her rudder shot away and ran aground. Her 
crew took to their boats, having first set her on fire, making 
a terrible explosion. She mounted 20 guns. The fleet came 
to anchor under Fort Johnson at 5 p.m. Not a vessel was 
stopped by the fort — except one had her fore top mast shot 
away and fell overboard. 

April 8. — The enemy during last night hove up three re- 
doubts in front of our lines. 

April 10. — A summons was sent to Gen. Lincoln demand- 
ing a surrender of the garrison, stores &c. 

April 15. — The redoubts before mentioned opened on our 
lines. 

April 21. — A flag was sent to Gen. Clinton for a truce of 
six hours to digest articles of capitulation. 

April 27. — The fort at Lampne's Point was evacuated and 
the troops with the major part of the garrison of Fort 
Moultrie were ordered up to defend the town. 

April 28. — Col. Malmode was surprised and captured with 
his party. 

May 6. — Fort Moultrie surrendered. Gen. Huger sur- 
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prised and Col. "Washington obliged to swim across Santee 
River — his cavalry all cut to pieces. 

May 8. — A flag from the enemy with a second summons. 

May 9. — A flag was sent to the enemy with alterations 
to the articles of capitulation, but they were refused. 

May 11. — A flag to the enemy accepting the terms 
offered. 

May 12. — At 2 p.m. the British Grenadiers marched in 
and took possession of the Horn "Work. Flags at all the 
forts were struck and the forts taken possession of by differ- 
ent parties of soldiers. 

June 10. — Those of us who had been taken belonging to 
the sea service, were sent on board three vessels as cartels. 

June 23. — We arrived at Chester below Philadelphia and 
were transported in a schooner to the city. Took lodgings 
on Spruce street until the 18th of July. 1 

1 Lieutenant Jennison left Philadelphia July 19 and arrived at Bos- 
ton August 16, 1780. 



